
IV. ACHIEVING THE VISION 
 

OPEN SPACE- A 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 
The views of open land and forested landscapes within 
Newtown lead to a public perception that large areas of 
the Town are “open space,” without distinction as to 
the ownership characteristics of the viewed landscape.  
During the past twenty years, 13,000 acres of open land 
(33% of Newtown’s total land area) were developed for 
residential subdivisions.  Newtown is one of the faster 
growing towns in Connecticut.  The residential land 
development pressures which consumed 1/3 of the 
Town’s landscape during the past twenty years show no 
signs of abatement.  As a consequence, future 
development will continue to consume open land, 
affecting the Town’s visual character. 
 
The concept of open space preservation has broad 
based community support in Newtown, as evidenced by the results of the POCD Community 

Planning Survey and the comments of 
residents at the POCD planning workshop.  
The financial resources available to the 
Town to preserve open space are limited 
and it is therefore important to develop an 
element of the POCD that describes current 
open space conditions, defines policies 
related to the preservation, use and 
maintenance of open space and proposes 
implementation actions to achieve policy 
recommendations. Plan Memorandum #6, 
Open Space, provides a full examination of 

is subject. th
  
B. EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The open space planning process began with 
an investigation of Newtown’s current open 

space inventory.  The inventory process was initiated with a broad definition of open space, to 
include: State parks, forests and agricultural lands; town parks; town open space; Newtown Forest 
Association lands; land trust properties; major utility land holdings; and privately owned open space 
lands, including Newtown’s two golf courses and fish and game conservation organizations.  While 
the latter categories are not open to the public and are not “protected” open space, their presence 
affects the visual open space appearance of the community and their loss would represent an erosion 
of Newtown’s community character.  The attached map Parks and Open Space Resources provides 
a visual description of the location of open space lands within the Newtown and Table 3, Inventory 
of Protected Open Space, summarizes protected open space lands within Newtown, by ownership 
category.  Newtown’s current inventory of protected open space is estimated at 5,788 acres, which 
represents approximate
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ly 14.8% of Newtown’s land area. 

Orchard Hill Nature Center

State Protected Agricultural Land- Fairfield Hills 





  
C. OPEN SPACE INITIATIVES 

The Town of Newtown has approximately 1,100 acres of open space lands and 177 acres of 
parkland.  Most Town owned open space was 
obtained as a result of lands donated to the Town 
through the subdivision of residential land.  The 
Town has also successfully pursued the protection of 
open space by working with non-profit organizations 
and the State of Connecticut.  The Town is not alone 
in its quest to preserve open space for the benefit 
and enjoyment of present and future generations of 
Newtown residents.  The Newtown Forest 
Association (NFA), the oldest land trust organization 
in Connecticut, has developed a very successful 
program to preserve open space.  The NFA is an all 
volunteer organization with protected open space 

holdings in Newtown totaling 1,000 acres.  
Several other land trust organizations also 
preserve lesser amounts of open space.  
The State of Connecticut is Newtown’s 
largest benefactor in preserving open 
space, with State owned forest, park and 
agricultural land holdings totaling nearly 
2,800 acres. 
 
In 1999, the First Selectman created the 
Ad Hoc Open Space Task Force to make 
recommendations regarding the 
acquisition or preservation of open space.  
Since that time this volunteer 
organization has spent many hours 
identifying existing open space resources 
and prepared a report titled Open Space 

in Newtown 2002.  This report 
identified strategies for the 
preservation of open space and the 
linking of open space resources by a 
town-wide system of trails.  The Board 
of Selectmen, Legislative Council and 
Open Space Task Force have held 
discussions on the future funding of 
open space acquisitions, including the 
concept for the development of a 
capital fund to support future open 
space acquisiti
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ons. 

State Open Space – Kazan Property 

Old Purdy Road Trail
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TA BL E 3
TO W N  O F N EW TO W N

O pen Space Inventory

O pen Space C ategory A ssessm ent 
A creage

Tow n Parks
D eep B rook at Fairfield H ills 10.00

D ickinson Park 29.91
Lake Lillinonah Park 3.10

O akview  Field 3.60
O rchard H ill Park 24.30

Treadw ell Park 60.00
W alnut Tree Field 46.76

Subtotal 177.67

Tow n O w ned O pen Space 1,098.86

N ew tow n Forest A ssociation 1,000.00

Private O rganizations
B rookfield O S Legacy 3.69

B SA - C ullens Y outh A ss. 17.53
Fairfield Fish and G am e 301.03

N ature Conservancy 49.44
Pequot F ish and G am e 81.08

Pootatuck C lub 80.90
Pootatuck Land Com pany 282.20

Ram 's Pasture  (N ew tow n Cem etary A ssociation) 10.30
Sandy H ook A thletic C lub 7.85

W eantinoge H eritage 35.57
Subtotal 869.59

State of C onnecticut
C ollis P . H untington State Park 38.09

D epartm ent of A griculture 341.00
K azan Property 162.02

Paugussett S tate Forest N orth 752.50
Paugussett S tate Forest South 1,099.88

R ocky G len Park 44.17
Form er B ridgeport H ydraulic Properties 637.55

Subtotal 3,075.21

Public U tilities
B ridgeport H ydraulic 45.50

N ortheast U tilities G eneration 233.00
Rocky R iver R ealty 55.00

U nited W ater of C onnecticut 8.12
Subtotal 341.62

G olf C ourses
N ew tow n C ountry C lub 40.00

Rock R idge C ountry C lub 60.00
Subtotal 100.00

O pen Space Inventory- Totals 6 ,662.95

Source: H M A , w ith  assistance provided by the A d H O C O pen Space 
T ask Force, Tow n Conservation O fficer and T ow n Tax A ssessor
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